Thank you for choosing Carson's Nurseries to install your new plants!
Please remember that new plantings MUST be properly watered for at least a year until they are able to support themselves.

HOW TO CARE FOR YOUR NEW PLANTING:
The single most important survival factor of newly planted trees is soil moisture during the first few months after planting. Until a tree grows
r into th il surrounding the original r I iti ndent on water contained in th il ball. The ball of a container-grown
tree may become dangerously dry within a day or two after planting in midsummer.

Premature leaf change, leaf wilt, leaf drop, leaf burn and tip die back are signs of watering problems.

Expect to water once or twice weekly. DO NOT COUNT ON RAIN OR LAWN SPRINKLERS! When you do water, soak the
entire root area of the plant well. Watering heavily and less frequently is preferred to frequent light waterings.

Ball and Burlap wrapped trees: Newly planted trees need 10 gallons of water per caliper (diameter) inch per week. When
temperatures exceed 85 degrees, twice weekly is advised. Consistent moisture is essential and will allow for better root water absorption.
Drought stress or over-watered trees are vulnerable to disease and insect infestations as well as branch die back.

Container grown plants:

3 TO 5 GALLON SIZE CONTAINER: 5 to 7 gallons per watering..applied once or twice weekly depending on temperatures.

7 TO 10 GALLON SIZE CONTAINER: 10 to 15 gallons per watering...applied once or twice weekly depending on temperatures.
15 TO 25 GALLON SIZE CONTAINER: 20 to 25 gallons per watering...applied once or twice weekly depending on temperatures.
25 GALLON SIZE AND LARGER: 25 to 30 gallons per watering...appled once or twice weekly depending on temperatures.

WINTER WATERING GUIDELINES:
Water at least twice a month
Water when there is no snow cover
Water when soil and air temperatures are at or above approximately 40F if possible
Apply water in the warmest part of the day between 10 am - 2 PM
Water enough to reach 6-12 inches down in clay soils.
Water slowly and closer to the surface with a soaking type hose or slow trickle from the hose. 5 gallon buckets may be utilized: drill
small 1/8” holes in sides close to bottom. This method requires 2 or 3 refills depending on root ball size.
If surface of the soil is cracked, water twice to help cracks swell and close for higher water retention.

MULCHING

Apply mulch on exposed soil to help keep available moisture in and avoid evaporation.
Applying mulch will help prevent freezing and thawing of the soil surface that causes plants to heave above ground and dry out.

Wood Mulch is highly recommended for newly planted trees. Wood mulch decreases soil compaction, allows for weed control, consistent soil
moisture, provides a buffer from fluctuating temperatures and decreases damage from lawn mowers. Spread mulch to a diameter of at least
3’ or enough to cover slightly past the root ball. and keep it at least 6” back from the trunk with a minimum depth of 1-2”.

Newly planted trees are susceptible to sun scald on the southwest sides of their trunks. Damage usually occurs in late winter as the late
afternoon sun warms the sap under the bark. Cells in warmed cambium layer will expand and freeze thus splitting the bark when the
temperature drops abruptly after sunset. Damage from sun scald provides an opening for stem-boring insects and fungal stem canker
diseases.

To prevent sun scald, wrap the trunk of a new tree with light colored material such as paper or burlap. Do not apply non porous materials like
plastics or foam. Wrap from the soil line up to the lowest branch. Avoid using a dark colored trunk wrap. When trees are planted in spring, it
may be advisable to wait until fall to wrap, since exposure of the trunk to sunlight during the summer may help thicken the bark and make it
more resistant to scald. The wrap should be removed after winter. If the bark still looks thin after the first winter, consider re-wrapping the
second fall.

Tree Wrap should be applied in November (think Thanksgiving) and removed in April (think Easter). If sunscald occurs, do not apply any
sealants: allow the damage to stay open and dry until it heals over naturally.

STAKING: Research has shown that newly planted trees in general do not need to be staked. There are times when you should consider
staking such as for protection, support, and to anchor in areas of high wind.
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